ArthaShastra

unbiased Insights

qsCF

s THE GLOBAL SOUTH
CONVERGENCE FORUM

January 2025 | Volume 1 | Issue 1




Foreword

Dear Reader,

Welcome to the inaugural edition of ARTHASHASTRA, where we at The Global South
Convergence Forum (GSFC) will share our on-ground learnings and research insights on the
growth and developmental trajectory of the Global South nations.

Encompassing readers from all spectrums of society, we believe that our sharings will
empower the reader with unique information and knowledge, triggering unthought of directions
and solutions to complex everyday scenarios. We envision providing a path where high-quality
development meets the aspirational growth story of the Global South nations.

Bringing grassroot perceptions to the fore, you can look forward to exclusive interviews
with industry participants, researched articles from the global community, and meetings and
events attended by the GSFC team. All hinting at future trends.

We encourage you to send us your feedback, views, criticisms, suggestions, ideas and
notions. Be rest assured it will all be an integral part of this newsletter in some form or the
other. Your unstinted support will enable us to impart unbiased thought-provoking concepts and
data-analysis.

Thank you once again for being a part of our journey. We hope you enjoy this issue as much
as we enjoyed putting it together.

Warmly,

A s

Dr. Natasha Agarwal
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We at The Global South Convergence Forum in
India, are open to collaborations on commissioned
projects, data-driven research & analytics, and more
based on your requirements. Knowing the ecosystem
in India, we are in a unique position to help you navigate
your Indian journey.

We look forward to hearing from you at :
globalsouth@gscforum.org Sign up with us for more updates!

Disclaimer: The content of this newsletter is for informational and educational purposes only. Materials such as books,
photographs, images, logos, and references to universities, institutions, or celebrities are used in good faith to enhance the reader’s
experience. These materials remain the intellectual property of their respective copyright or trademark holders, and no ownership,
affiliation, endorsement, or authorization is implied. At The Global South Convergence Forum, we strive to comply with
all applicable copyright, trademark, and publicity laws. If you believe any material used in this newsletter infringes on your rights,
please contact us at globalsouth@gscforum.org, and we will address the matter promptly, including removal if necessary.


mailto:globalsouth@gscforum.org
globalsouth@gscforum.org

https://gscforum.org

Arthashastra

January 2025 | Volume 1 | Issue 1

Meetings...

...with Mr. Sudheendra Kulkarni

Director of Operations of the Prime Minister’s
Office of India (1999-2004)

On a calm and serene September morning,
we found ourselves embracing the warm hos-
pitality of Mr. Sudheendra Kulkarni’s home.
Sporting a purple shirt and an effusive smile,
he made us feel completely at ease. We had
reached out to him to delve into the intricacies
of collaborating with neighbouring emerging
economies and the role of India-China in the
region. Our purpose was clear, to glean wis-
dom from his vast experience and understand
India’s role in the Global South. We received
far more than insights - it was a masterclass in
perspective. Mr. Kulkarni opened our minds to
unthought of directions, dimensions, guiding
and prompting us to forge ahead.

From left to right Paresh Batra, Sudheendra Kulkarni,

Natasha Agarwal.

From challenges facing modern India to
the way forward globally, he mentored us with
his invaluable suggestions and advice. And yes,
not to forget the heady aroma of a South Indian
breakfast which was the icing on the cake.

The meeting ended with a promise to meet
again. Thus, the 17th of September 2024

wasn’t just a date, but it marked the begin-
ning of an ingenus relationship as we embarked
on the exciting path of The Global South
Convergence Forum.

...with His Excellency Mr. Kong
Xianhua

Consul General of the People’s Republic of
China in Mumbai, India

On the 20th of September 2024, we met
His Excellency Mr. Kong Xianhua, Consul
General of the People’s Republic of China in
Mumbai, India. We were ushered to a comfort-
able non-formal meeting room. Almost imme-
diately, His Excellency walked in and joined us
with his team members. Equipped with an-easy
demeanor and dressed informally, he exuded
warmth and Chinese hospitality.

IS LT e

\
\ ; /
/-

* - A W
From left to right: Paresh Batra, Dr. Natasha Agarwal, His
Excellency Mr. Kong Xinhua, Mr. Zhang Hongyu.

Amongst other issues discussed, he
stressed on China’s firm belief of working in
tandem with the environment. And that sustain-
able development is key for the future progress
of mankind.

Moving relationships to contemporary
times could benefit both countries, His Excel-
lency concurred that mutual trust and mutual
understanding are crucial for normalising bilat-
eral relationships between India and China.
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We had a productive meeting where we dis-
cussed ways in which bilateral ties between In-
dia and China can be advanced. His invaluable
insights are undoubtedly going to positively

steer the ties between the two Asian giants.

The meeting ended with an invite to China’s
75th National Day Celebrations at the Taj Ma-
hal Palace Hotel, Mumbai.

India-China Ties Need Not Be Frosty

By Natasha Agarwal and Paresh Batra

Last month offered a rare glimpse of
progress in the strained relationship between
India and China. The two nations agreed on
new patrolling arrangements along their dis-
puted Himalayan border, and their leaders — Xi
Jinping and Narendra Modi — held talks at the
16th BRICS summit in Kazan, Russia.

Yet, this modest diplomatic thaw has yet to
ease tensions in their economic relations. With
national security concerns increasingly inter-
secting with economic interests, India remains
cautious about welcoming Chinese capital and
labor. This stance, however, has been marked
by mixed messages.

For example, although the India Economic
Survey 2023-2024 advocated for more Chinese
investment, Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal
quickly clarified that India’s position on Chi-
nese investments remains unchanged. Simi-
larly, External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar, while noting there’s no formal pol-
icy against Chinese FDI, emphasized the ”com-
mon sense” need for careful scrutiny. Indian
leaders continue to perceive China as a ”special
China problem” in a broader global context.

For businesses, this dichotomy hinders the
development of cross-border commercial rela-
tionships. Further dampening the confidence
and willingness of Chinese entrepreneurs to in-
vest in India are New Delhi’s restrictive visa
policies, investment regulations, and a business
environment that appears unfavorable toward
China.

As The Global Times, a Chinese state me-

dia outlet, states: ”Without enhancing mutual
trust, India will struggle to boost Chinese in-
vestments.” Mutual trust is the foundation of
any stable, long-term relationship. Therefore,
rebuilding this trust requires both nations to
adopt a neutral approach, focusing on shifting
perceptions toward each other across all levels
of society.

To this end, India could focus on fostering
more people-to-people exchanges between the
two countries. The Indian government could
reciprocate China’s outreach to Indian passport
holders by reinstating visa issuance across all
categories for Chinese passport holders, includ-
ing reestablishing its e-visa policy for China.
Functionalizing a visa portal to facilitate short-
term business visas for Chinese passport hold-
ers required under the government’s Production
Linked Scheme (PLI) is in itself inadequate to
facilitate the humongous people-to-people ex-
change that is required for perceptual changes
between the two “population giants.”

Moreover, New Delhi and Beijing should
expedite the resumption of direct flights be-
tween the two countries. This would not only
facilitate bilateral economic exchange but also
support multilateral economic ties. For in-
stance, non-Chinese foreign businesses with
supply chains in China may find India a more
attractive investment destination if doing busi-
ness with China from India were made easier.

India and China could adopt a multi-
pronged, interdisciplinary approach to promote
people-to-people exchanges across various lev-
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els. For instance, both nations might benefit
from mutual learning about each other’s gover-
nance structures.

To support this exchange, a program involv-
ing government officials, academia, businesses,
and other stakeholders should be considered.
This could include both theoretical and practi-
cal components. The theoretical aspect might
involve courses led by experts on each coun-
try’s governance models, while the practical as-
pect could consist of field trips and interactions
with civic officials. Such exchanges would not
only foster public-private knowledge partner-
ships but also offer insights on adapting and in-
tegrating newly acquired knowledge into each
country’s domestic context.

India has signed Cultural Exchange Pro-
grams with 78 countries, including one with
China that could be a valuable step toward re-
building mutual trust. Such a program might en-
able cross-campus collaborations in language,
music, dance, culinary arts, and more, fostering
deeper empathy and understanding between the

people of both nations.

Exchanges such as these could be piloted
through existing India-China sister-city partner-
ships, revitalizing and breathing new life into
these connections.

It is imperative to be cognizant of the fact
that rebuilding mutual trust is going to be an it-
erative process. Perception management alone
toward normalization of bilateral ties will take
both nations only that far. Taking a leaf out of
the learnings from Da Wei, a Chinese scholar at
Tsinghua University: ”Diplomacy starts with
education.” Educating each other about one an-
other’s cultures and histories could be a mean-
ingful first step in rebuilding mutual trust.

Ultimately, mutual learning fosters mutual
understanding, paving the way for mutual trust
and shared benefits for all.

This commentary was originally published in
Nikkei Asia on November 2, 2024. Source:
https://asia.nikkei.com/

The GSCF is self funded and the team loves what they do. To continue doing so, we would love
your support. To support our team, buy us a coffee or more!

Item(s) Contributions (in INR)
Coffee 250
Tea 250
Pastries 500
. UPI ID: agarwana4@okicici
Full blown parties over 1000
Scan to pay with any UPI
app

International contributors will soon be able to *buy us a coffee’, as our international payment gateway is in the making.


https://gscforum.org
https://asia.nikkei.com/

https://gscforum.org

Arthashastra

January 2025 | Volume 1 | Issue 1

Events...

...China’s 75th National Day Cele-
brations

A reception to celebrate the 75th anniver-
sary of the founding of the People’s Republic
of China was held on September 26th, 2024 at
the Taj Mahal Palace Hotel, Mumbai.

His Excellency Mr. Koﬁg Xianhua addressing the
august audience.

Momentous to see the flags of the two na-
tions next to each other. And it was joyous to
experience the people of the two Asian giants
dining and sharing a moment of togetherness.

...Urban Sororities Conclave :
Strengthening Mumbai - Shanghai
Ties

Celebrating the 10th anniversary of the
Mumbai-Shanghai sister-city partnership, Oc-
tober 9, 2024 witnessed the coming together
of diverse groups of intellectuals, online and
offline - in India and China.

The conclave was hosted by Yashwant
Rao Chavan Centre in collaboration with the
Consulate-General of the People’s Republic of
China in Mumbai.

In the presence of Mr. Sudheendra Kulka-
rni and His Excellency Mr. Kong Xianhua,
the group discussed potential innovative ways
through which Mumbai-Shanghai city sister-
hood can revitalize India-China bilateral rela-
tionships.

To drive perceptual changes, the GSCF
team proposed the need for greater people-to-
people exchanges. Ultimately, mutual learning
nurtures mutual understanding paving the way
for mutual trust and shared benefits for all.

Forward thinking discussions at work.
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Education: Exploring East

An Interview with Mr. Rajeev Balakrishnan

India’s Ministry of External Affairs reports
that as of 1st January 2024, a total of 13,35,030
Indian students are pursuing higher education
in foreign countries. This figure astounds when
we understand that approximately 83% of the
Indian students are traveling to one of the
following top five countries namely Canada
(31.98%), USA (25.29%), UK (13.86%), Aus-
tralia (9.15%) and Germany (3.22%) respec-
tively. Interestingly, with a neighbouring coun-
try in China offering equal, if not better oppor-
tunities, less than 1% of Indian students chose
China as their preferred destination to pursue
higher education.

Was language a barrier or general unaware-
ness of educational opportunities in China, the
deterrent...? Maybe both... Rajeev Balakr-
ishnan (RB), a fully-funded PhD scholar from
Chinese Agricultural University, answers these
questions and more

Team GSCF : Please introduce yourself
to our audience.
RB : My name is Rajeev Balakrishan. I reside
at Alappuzha, Kerala, India.

Team GSCF : What do you do now?
RB : I am a Research Consultant and into farm-
ing too. My family has been into farming for
many years now.

Team GSCF : Could you tell us about
your educational background?
RB : My highest qualification is a PhD in De-
velopment Studies (unfinished) from the Col-
lege of Humanities and Development Studies
(CoHD), China Agriculture University, Bei-

jing.

Team GSCF : Most Indians go to the West
to pursue their higher education. Is there any
specific reason you chose China?

RB : Like others, I also preferred western uni-
versities, but I found it difficult to secure fund-

ing and scholarships in them. The only fully
funded scholarship I had been offered was from
China.

Team GSCF : A fully-funded Chinese
scholarship? Very interesting. Are Indian
students even aware of these scholarships?
RB : The problem of Indian students is that
they are unaware of existing scholarship oppor-
tunities in China... one of the reasons could be
that we Indians prefer to go to the West.

"fﬁfy
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China Agricultural University, Beijing

Team GSCF : How does one go about
getting a scholarship in China?
RB : The China admission portal will help
you to find the programs, universities and
scholarship opportunities. Allow me to share
the link with you here https://apply.china-
admissions.com/

Team GSCF : How did you learn about
your scholarship? Tell us more..
RB : I learnt about my scholarship from multi-
ple and long searches on the internet. I googled,
googled and googled more..hahahaha.. It was a
Forbidden City Scholarship provided by the
Beijing Municipal Government. The schol-
arship comprehensively covered my travel to
and fro flight fares, tuition fees, medical insur-
ance, lodging expenses, and provided me with
a monthly living allowance.

Team GSCF : Were you provided extra
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Junding to present your research findings at
conferences within China?

RB : Yes, in most cases conferences within
China will get funds for travel and accommoda-
tion. I got an opportunity to attend a conference
in another province in China. It was fully spon-
sored by my University.

Team GSCF : Talk to us about your PhD
research...
RB : My PhD was researching the impact on
natural resource governance and environmen-
tal justice in the context of the Forest Rights
Act. The research was a case study from the
Kadar region in Kerala, India. I used a socio-
ecological approach to undertake my research.

Rajegv with his PhD advisor Prof. Li Xiaoyun, Honorary
Dean of College of International Development and
Global Agriculture (CIDGA) at China Agricultural
University.

Team GSCF : How many months were
you in China?
RB : I was stationed in Beijing for more than 7
months.

Team GSCF : How do Chinese universi-
ties differ from Western universities?
RB : Apart from treating scholarship students
with high esteem, the Chinese Universities also
offer five star library facilities to all their schol-
ars. In my travels to Europe and other places |
neither received a warm welcome nor did I find
a space to engage in academically or otherwise.
Whereas, the Chinese take good care of their
international scholars.

China are regularly visited by internationally
renowned academic and non-academic guests.

A glimpse of the library at the China Agricultural
University campus.

Team GSCF : Did you not experience a
language barrier though?
RB : Language...You know even if you go to
Europe or any other country we have to learn
their language. This is not a big problem. For a
three month course/semester, we only have to
spend a fraction of our scholarly time in learn-
ing the local language. With advancement in
technology where we can use Al effectively on
our mobile phones, I do not think language is a
big barrier.

Team GSCF : Is language, culture, food,

etc a barrier for communication/day-to-day
activities for Indian students in China?
RB : Initially it was difficult to cope but this
would have been the situation elsewhere also.
But then, after a short period of time, you can
cope easily in China.

Rajeev attending a lecture whilst pursuing his PhD
studies.

Team GSCF : Are there opportunities

Also, with the research and teaching ex- for Indian students to work in China - while-

perience, the scholars in China enjoy a high
academic reputation. Besides, colleges in

6

studying and post-studying.
RB : If we go on a student visa, my experience
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says that we are permitted only to study. We
cannot undertake any part-time jobs. But, there
are opportunities for Indians to work in China
post their studies. This is for social sciences.

Team GSCF : What made it easy and/or
difficult to study in China?
RB : We have to understand that we have to
change our attitudes, our existing prejudices of
people from China.

Global South Voices -

Team GSCF : With your rich experiences

as an international student in China, what
would your advice be for Indian students want-
ing to study internationally?
RB : For those interested in pursuing an inter-
national degree, some of the top ranking uni-
versities such as Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Tsinghua university, Peking university, to name
a few, offer world-class high quality education
with numerous scholarship opportunities for
international students.

heard and unheard

By Natasha Agarwal and Paresh Batra

The blurring of the socio-economic and
political imperatives of the global south in the
international development discourse has led to
the reemergence of a global south reflective
of supposedly being geopolitically non-aligned
. This was evident in the participation of 123
global south nations including India on the 17th
August 2024 at the third virtual “voice of the
global south” summit hosted by the Indian gov-
ernment.

Arguably, the reimagining of a powerful
Global South has uniquely placed India in a
sweet spot. With its rising economic status and
changed international reach, India today is able
to fill a perceived void with a vision unclear
earlier. With the formation of the Global Devel-
opment Compact, India hopes to lend a voice
to global south nations as the way ahead. And,
as an alternative to the rising power - China.

One, with the exclusion of a global pow-
erhouse in India’s immediate neighbourhood
itself, the “Voice” of the Global South summit,
paradoxically, had an important tone missing -
the voice of China. But, shouldn’t the voices
of the global south include ALL the voices? Be
it the meek, the aggressive, passive or the as-
piring needy, without bias or reservations from
any and/or all quarters. More so, given that in
a self-hosted forum where postulating global

south leadership evidently, albeit subtly, is high
on India’s global south strategy.

This then begs the question of whether the
global south, India’s or as the world knows it,
has been on the lookout for a leader, let alone
an alternative one. Global south nations are
actively dealing with the complexity of inte-
grating evolving domestic demands in an in-
terdependent global economic system, and at
the same time having to address global com-
mon issues such as a changing climate. Accord-
ingly, their economic partnership would encap-
sulate the very essence of coming together as
a global south. That is, to bring forth the col-
lective agency of the global south nations on
the international arena championing the need
to realign the global order to a level playing
field wherein economic resources are pooled
towards a fair, equal and just opportunity to eco-
nomic growth and development. In this spirit, a
north (India) in the global south itself would be
counterproductive to the very essence of being
equal partners in the global south.

It can be argued that for 123 nations partak-
ing in a summit hosted by India in the known
of China’s absence, suggest that countries are
looking for a global south leader in India. Offer-
ing an alternative to China, India in one master-
stroke has potentially elevated her diplomatic
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stature. However, participation could be strate-
gic, that is to hedge geopolitical risks emanat-
ing from a rising US-China rivalry, and India’s
portrayal of being a friend of the West thus ex-
tending benefits to the rest. Even though it is
yet to be seen if India is able to build on this
strategic momentum and convince the West to
lend them a listening ear. Alternatively, par-
ticipation could be to economically benetit all
countries, be it India, China, or any other global
south nation. What should India’s global south
strategy be then?

Currently, India’s positioning in the global
and regional geopolitics gives the impression
of India being strategically autonomous. In-
dia’s all-weather friend in Russia has a no-limit
friendship with China, a perceived arch rival
by the Global North (US and the rest of the
west). In recent years, India has been treading
the path to etch out deeper comprehensive and
strategic economic and military partnerships
with the Global North. All along playing catch-
up on her own diplomatic relationships in the
global south, bilaterally and multilaterally. For
example, through multilateral vehicles such as
BRICS+, predominantly a global south nation
grouping, or G20, a collective of global north
and south nations. In the global south, India’s
relationship with China has been volatile. And
China’s economic, and thus political clout in
the global south, including India’s neighbour-
hood, cannot be wished away.

The binder and the unbinder in this global

We are open to accepting banner advertisements
in our newsletter.
Please contact globalsouth@gscforum.org.

geopolitical puzzle remains to be China and its
rising superpower status and how nations per-
ceive China’s rise to this status - either a threat
or a boon to them.

India’s global south strategy, thus, needs
to be recalibrated to reflect a few questions: 1.
How does India perceive the role of the global
south nations in shaping global and regional
geopolitics; 2. How does India perceive the
interaction of the global south nations with a
rising superpower in China?; and 3. Whose
interest is India’s global south strategy repre-
senting? What appears, is not and what is not,
appears. Strategically, India’s global south ini-
tiative does not necessarily have to be reflec-
tive of geopolitical differences. To facilitate a
global south-south win-win cooperation, India
has to show an unbiased approach. It is better
for India to hear a voice, opposing or dissenting,
than to suppress it. Accordingly, it may augur
well for India to include China in her global
south initiative, and choose a nuanced collabo-
rative path. It does not necessarily always have
to be us OR them, it could be us AND them.
There is room for everyone to fuel the global
south’s growth and development trajectory.

The English commentary was published
in Chinese by The Global Times on Oc-
tober 15, 2024. For the Chinese pub-
lished version: https://opinion.huanqiu.com/ar-
ticle/4JqJrOtE4gW
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Leaflet of The Global Times on October 15, 2024 covering the article “Global South Voices - heard and unheard”.
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Media Quotes...

South China Morning Post on two separate oc-
casions quotes Dr. Natasha Agarwal:

With ousting of Bangladesh’s Sheikh

Hasina, is India losing its South Asia allies to
China dated August 16, 2024:
“Given the economic influence of India and
China, independently and collectively, maybe it
is time for India to redefine its Neighbourhood
First policy”.

‘Keen to move forward’: India, China sig-

nal thaw in ties with diplomatic, border efforts
dated September 18, 2024:
“The bargaining chip here is a robust and re-
silient domestic ecosystem, which also helps
multinationals in managing their international
risk exposure,” she said, adding that “essential
reforms” such as streamlining visa processes,
can help alleviate labor shortages and “encour-
age FDI spillovers™

Recommended Reads

SHIVAJI DAS & YOLANDA YU

REBELS,
TRAITORS,
PEACEMAKERS

True stories of Love and Conflict in Indian-Chinese Relationships

Rebels, Traitors, Peacemakers is a rare and
uncommon read with moving real-life stories,
enlightening more than entertaining. Shivaji
Das and Yolanda Yu explore the multifaceted

nuances of Indian-Chinese couples and the chal-
lenges they face in their everyday lives. From
societal biases, familial drama, and tensions to
deftly navigating visa-hurdles, these multiple
short-stories serve as a unique and powerful
reminder of love - transcending borders and
boundaries.

Yes, some stories have sad endings, but then
there are learnings, morals and takeaways. The
book reflects a universal theme - of intercul-
tural and interracial bonds through the prism
of Indian-Chinese couples. A strong reminder
that even in a divided world, love thus serves
as a potent force for reconciliation and peace.

Overall, a good read! The GSCF team rec-
ommends!
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Meet the Team

Dr. Natasha Agar-
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in Economics from
the University of Not-
tingham, UK. She
has worked at var-
ious renowned pub-
lic and private institu-
tions globally includ-
ing Oxford Univer-

sity (UK), The Centre for Advanced Financial Research
and Learning (Reserve Bank of India), and Indian Insti-
tute of Foreign Trade (Department of Commerce, Gov-
ernment of India). Her work has been widely published
across journals, media platforms, and think tanks. As
a co-founder, she now spearheads The Global South
Convergence Forum.

Equipped with a Post
Graduate Diploma in
Foreign Trade from
The World Trade In-
stitute, Mumbai (In-
dia), Paresh Batra
is a seasoned con-
cept writer and a
serial entrepreneur.
He brings on board
years of industry ex-
perience and expertise. He is the co-founder of The
Global South Convergence Forum

Mr. Sudershan Sin-
gal has pioneered
many firsts in In-
dia’s transport and
logistics  industry.
Armed with over
four decades of ex-
perience, he brings
( substance to new and
evolving thought pro-
cesses as a consultant
to The Global South Convergence Forum.

Rushali Bansal
holds a Bachelors
in Architecture from
1P University, Delhi
(India). She seam-
lessly blends tech-
nical expertise with
an artistic flair. Her
designs are both aes-
thetically pleasing
and functional. She
manages the creatives for the The Global South
Convergence Forum

Renisha Rana holds
an MSc in Eco-
nomics from The
University of War-
wick, UK. She has
worked as a Teach-
ing and Research
Assistant at the Uni-
versity of Warwick.
As a researcher on
various high-profile
merger cases/reports such as the labour market power
report, Renisha has also worked with the Competition
and Markets Authority (UK). Renisha aids economic
research and allied processes at the The Global South
Convergence Forum.
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